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August 21, 2008

August 21, 2008
Dear parent(s):
During the 2007-2008 school year Berrien Springs Middle School students showed great growth academically and made dramatic improvement on both State and district assessments.  In fact, we moved from a “C” to a “B” on our school report card and moved from the bottom half of the county on MEAP to the top 25% in most cases.  A major factor in the success we experienced is the highly effective teaching strategies and methods being implemented in the classroom.  Berrien Springs Middle School staff are highly qualified professional educators using state of the art technology and research based diagnostic strategies. In order for us to continue to improve and reach a level of excellence that provides your child with the highest quality education available we must have students present at school every day on time. 
This year we have made changes to the attendance and tardy procedure in order to show the great importance of regular and punctual attendance.  On the back of this letter is the new language in the student handbook.  Important changes to note are outlined below:

1. Only prearranged, authorized, and illness-related absences will be treated as excused absences.  Absences over three consecutive days due to illness must be verified by a doctor’s note.  Absence letters will be mailed home when a student reaches ten, fifteen and twenty days of absence.  Students will be referred for truancy at twenty days.  Students who have accumulated repeated absences each year may be referred before reaching twenty days of absence.  Parents will be notified and have an opportunity to meet with administration before a referral takes place.
2. Students will be required to make up missed time after the third tardy to school in a marking period, for any reason.  (Except as noted in bullet number one.)
3. Students will be required to make up missed class time after the first tardy to class, in each class, per marking period.

We plan on applying for Blue Ribbon School status at the end of this school year during the secondary education application window in 2009-2010.  A major component of any quality school is the rate at which students are attending class.   We must improve in this area as last school year we had numerous students with 10-20 days of absences and multiple tardies to school.  Berrien Springs has chosen to maintain 180 days of school as other districts have reduced the number of days of instruction.  A major reason is to maintain the continued growth of our students toward the goal of graduation with the academic skills necessary to be successful after high school.  If students are not in attendance they can not benefit from the professional instruction you expect as parents.  Thank you for your continued support and understanding as we all work together to build your child’s future. 
Sincerely,
Ryan Pesce
Principal, Berrien Springs Middle School 
Shamrock Pride!

Together, inspiring students to think, learn, achieve and care in a global community


